Daniel Chapter Three

King Neb made a HUGE gold statue and he set it up where everyone could see it. The he sent out messages to everyone- princes, governors, judges, and even the advisors, now that they were back in his good books! Everyone had to come and stand around the statue.

 ‘NOW!’ declared Neb, ‘As soon as my musicians start to play their horns and flutes, trumpets and zithers, lyres and harps, pipes and drums… You must bow down before the statue! And if you don’t I’ll throw you into my hottest fiery furnace’.

So, whenever the music sounded, everyone had to bow down.

Now Daniel, Mish, Shad and Ab knew that they shouldn’t worship anything except God. When the other advisors told King Neb that not everyone was going to bow down – guess what? He was very angry! ‘Bring me the criminals!’ he shouted.

‘Right! Last chance,’he said. ‘ If you don’t bow down before my statue when the music sounds, you’ll be thrown into the fieryiest furnace, and what God will be able to save you then?! Will you bow down?’

But Daniel, Mish, Shad and Ab did what they knew was right for God and they said ‘NO!’.

King Neb was really, really angry now! ‘Heat the hottest furnace seven times hotter than it normally is!’he declared. Then he ordered his men to tie up Daniel and co, and to throw them into the furnace.  

King Neb couldn’t believe his eyes.

The other advisors couldn’t believe their eyes.

Not a hair on the heads of Daniel, S, M +A, was burnt. Their clothes were crisp and clean and – there was someone in there with them! Someone who looked like an angel.

Neb said ‘Praise be to the God of these men! He sent his angel to protect them. ||They wanted to serve God even more than they serve me, even if they had to die! Right – everyone worship this God, or I might just start getting angry!!

